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The lssue

Slowly. as their way ig, the

American
people are beginning to see the issue. A
twilight zone is clearing up. What re-
mains is a straight and vivid line.

On one side is a violent, intoxicated
minority. Under pretence of advancing
the welfare of organized labor, it seeks
by revolutionary means ta overturn
what is for the purpose, then, of recast-
ing the social order agreeably to its ap-
petiles,

On the other side are all the rest of us.

The strike longer represents
failure in economic adjustment between
It has hecome

pet passions and phantasies.

1o a

employe and employer.

instead a sinister, artificial thing, & re-

source of disorganization, a means to
further ¢nds, an ugly portent.

Take the steel workers. Never before
were they so well paid, both actually and
relatively, Their have
faster than the cost of living, as simple
Their hours of labor

Wages Tisen

statistics prove.

less that plan is adopted stands unre-
buked. Misgivings naturally arise.
Where does the American Federation of
Labor stand? 1Is it on the people’s side
of the line, is it neutral or is it falling
into the hands of its own Bolshevik
minority ?
Exit the Vamp

The specialists in femininity are tak-
ing their pens in hand to announce the
demise of the vamp. The shufling, loung-
ing, wise-eyed, so terribly wicked baby
vamp has gone the way of so many yes-
teryear ladies. Rosy cheeks, upstanding
figure, youthful manners have returned
to their own. Iven the “movies” are re-
ported to be converting wvampires into
baby dolls as rapidly as new frocks and
new complexions ean be purchased. Out
the whole vampive tradition goes, from
magazine cover, from film, from life.

All of which is another illustration of
these cheerful and obstinate processes of
action and reaction by which clocks tick
and peace and war return and the tides
of fashion advance and recede. The
baby vamp was born to die. Having
gone the limit and conquered her entire
se¥; there was no other alternative. Time
was when the Theda Bava stare on a
seventeen-year-old sub-deb would excite
4 moment's wonder. long
now:  The vampish hair and complexion
aid slink and patter beeame so universal
that it was the vouthful, natural child
that lifted the eyebrows.

Oue recalls an episode of tlw summer
wherein  a  most discerning Newport
hostess was supposed to have singled out
an adventuress at sight from among her
hundred guests. “But how?” flashed
baclk the' query, Was there any peak of
fashion, or bizarre display of charm or
cosmeties, that could single out any one,

How sinee

| at Newport or anywhere else? The turn

are no longer than they were; the con- |

ditions under which they work are rath-
tending to im-
prove, not magically, but steadily, Yet
it is propozed in the name of these work-

er hetter than worse,

ers suddenly to paralyze Ameriea's in-

dustry at & most eritical time in our eco-
nomic history.

For what?

Nominally, for befter wages, for
shorter hours and for ten ar Lwelve other
benefils.

suppose they strike for these things and
But the

A great majority of the men

vanity of
1t betrays

for nothing elze.
ambition is hard th restrain.
the case.

Fitzpatrick, cliairman of the Commit-
tee of Twenty-four,
twenty-Tour separite American Federa-
tion of Laubor unions participating, gives
the true ven=zons: He savz: “We are go-
ing to soclalize the basie industries of
the United States.
of the fight.”

We are puing to socialize the buasie in-
dustries.

It shall not he left to public apinion.
It

accomplished by right of the

It is mot a political question, is a
thing to be
power of destruclion which, twenty-four
trade unions have—or think they have—
over the economic structure.

This is not Russia.

They cannot do it.

The American majority, when pressed

was due and overdue.
that it has come,
simpering  successor
wicked baby vamp!

Let us be glad
Hail to the sweet and
of the (ferribly

Reservation Two

We publish with pleasure elsewhere
an this page a letter from Mr. A. Barr
Comstock upholding the contention that
Reservation Two, reported by the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations, “takes
the teeth out of the whole covenant.”
Mr. Comstock makes & point which most
of the other critivs of Reservation Two
have only wventured to hint at. He be-
lieves that Congress should have no right
to reject or approve a recommendation
of the eouncil of the leagne of wations,
even a recommendation committing the

United States to go to war,  This is

| logical encugh for an advoeate of a strong

representing  the |

T his ig the beginning

league of nations, which would constitute
a superstate in fact as well as in name,

The other proponents of this view have
felt themeelves hampercd by President
Wilton's many positive interpretations
of Aviicle X in the opposite sense. Mr.
Wilson has said again and apain thal a
recommenidution Trom the leagie couneil
cannot bind in o legal way.
The only obligation to accept a recom-
mendation “moral,” according to his
view, and he told the Senate Committes
on Foreign Relations that the United
States had the vight to interpret its
moral obligation concurrently with its
approval of the treaty.

Reservation

Congerosyg

i

Two makes such an in-
terpretation. And certainly  one is
necded if, in the light of 3Mr. Wilson's
explanation, advociates of the Paris draft
of the treaty continue to think that it
deprives Congross its constitutional

uf

| right to declare war,

too far, is the most ruthless and re- |

sourceful majority in the world., It will
take care of itself. But it is slow to take

serions thought; it never takes measures |

until something has happened to make
ita bleod run hot, That is why we are
actually in danger of coming to such a

struggle with the forces of unrestraint |

as will be devastating to prosperity,
Congervative labor counsels are treat-
The head
of the American Federation of Labor is
American and anti-Bolshevik: but the
American

ed with increasing contempt.

Pederation of Labor is a

divided household. Destructive elements
are gaining sway,  Mr. Gompers appar-
ently has not the courage to challenge
those who belicve in divect aetion for
both economic and pulit.ical ends and are
seeking to get control of the inbor move-
ment.

A great sclism seems inevitable, and
the sooner it comes the better, for mean-
while there 1s utter confusion.

The

American Federation of T.abor

The Heir of Feudalism
"One muy certainly say that foudalism
in Fastern Burepe 1% dead, and on the
while iL Hecmy plnlnh.(- that s suc-

1.m|1 a vnnsm\aL.\c .md :‘Icu:_a.I 1_\1)0. uf.
civilizalion, which will delay anything
like the advent of revolutionary social-
ism for one or two generations.,” The
interesting fast about this foreeast is
that it was mot uttered by either Mr.

Chesterton or Mr. Belloe, whose well-
known prefercnce for a state based on
“an individual peasantry, with a con-

servative and elevieal type of civilizu-
tion"—in a word, on “Catholic demoera-
ey'—might have influenced théir vision.
It is My, 11. N. Brailstord who spenks,

the eminent English expert on _\val
Eastern conditions, who—whatever his

| shortcomines may be—certuinly eannot
| Be suspected of a marked predilection

professes not to stand for turning the |

police power into workers' councils; yet
it does not denounce what took place in

Boston. and

It repudiates the thepry
supports the fact.

The American Federation of Labor
professes not to stand for the “socializa-
tion of basic industries”; yet it does not

repudiate the statement that such is the

ultimate purpose of the steel strike. In-
stead, it supports the steel strikers.
The American Federation professes

not to stand for the kind of happy, irre-
sponseible sovietism represented in the
Plumb plan; yet ihe railroad brother-

hoods’ threat to strangle the country un-

e

| Tor the type ol society roferred to in the
the eireum- |

above statement.  In fact,
stance that his: sympathios lie, on the

Whole, it the opposite direction, coupled

| tory;

former owners; once established on his
bit of soll the peasant—in Russia as
little as elsewhere—cannot be dispos-
sessed. This was the lesson, also, of
French revolutionary history. Mr,

Brailaford contends that sovietism, if.

it is to survive at all, must compromise
with the strongly individualistic spirit
of the small f{reeholder—compromise
even 1o the extent of losing its identity.
“Under a Denikin or a Kolchak the

| same system of land tenure (small free-

hold ownership) . . . might con-
ceivably result in a solidly individual-
istic republic with something of the men-
tality of France.” :

So much for Russia. As {o countries
like the Ukraine, Poland and Hungary,
where peasant individualism, directed
to a large extent by clerical 111ﬂuenm,s.
is the political creed of the masses, the
overthrow of the old oligarchy and the
breaking up of big estates will inev-
itably result, for the immediate future
at leas; in the {ransference of power
to the peasant owners of land., Com-
munistic experiments, as those of
Munich and Budapest, tended chiefly to
accentuate and embitter the antagonism
between the agricultural, individualist
majority in the country and the indus-
trinl, secialist minority of city dwellers.

Mr. Brailsford’s view that the key
problem of the entlre Fastern Luropean
situation is that of the land, and that no
settlement which fails to solve the agra-
vian question scttles anything, coincides
with the opinion of most authorities on
the subject. Ilis testimony as to the
prospective predominance in those coun-
tries of individusalistic concepts of state
and production—concepts which go hand
in hand with a atrong and pugnacious
spirit of nationalism—-should, given his
sympathies, be conclusive,

T he Best Informed

To ths Editar of 'The Tribune.

sSir: I find the following among the ra-
poried words of one of the gentlemen best in-
Tormed about the lenpue of nations:

From a speech at Indianapalis:

"There 18 in thut covenant not one note
of surrender of the independent judgment of
the government of the United States, but an
expression of it, becauwse its independont
Jjudgment would have to join with the Judgs
ment of the Test. But when is that judgs
ment going to be expressed, my fellow eiti-

zens Only after . . ., thers ensues
automatically, by the wgreements of this
coveniant, an  absolute econnmic boyentt,

There will be no trade with that nation by
any member of the league; thera will bo ne
interchange communication by post or
telegraph; there will be no travel to or from
that nation; its borders will be elosel
citizen of any other state will e allowed to
enter it and no one of its eitizens will ba
ullowed: Lo deave ite . . .
remedy.”

af

Ti

1L @8 a terrible

From a speech st St. Louis:
“Territorial integrity dees not mean
¥ou canvot mvade another country”
From these words of President Wilsan 1
that i Article X had been in Foree
earlier it would have interposed no ohstacie
to the Germidn invasion of Framce gr Wel-
gium, eince at the lime of that ipvasion
Germany profcessed net to intend a perma-
nent anpexation of French or Belgian terri-
but it would have forbidden the inter-
vention of the lUnited States in Cuba,
Vneln Bam gave notice in

gather

since

advance that he

meant to put the Spaniards permanently out, |

And T gather that if any ather nation shall
ever anywhere try to do the same thing that
the United States did in Cuba Article X will

hind the United States immediately to join in

| applying the ahove-desoribed “lerrible rem-
edy” to erush thut nation Lefore the United |

; for the season

with his unigue knowledge of the Fast- |

ern Furopean situation, endows his pre-
diction  with a  particular
authentieity.

Writing in the current number of 7/e
New Republie, Mr, Brailsford ArErues

degree  of

that, whereas sociulism, the creed of the |

town worker, has heen a foremost factor
in the revolutions that have swept away

the old forms of government, it iy hardly

likely that its system, based on collective
forms of owning property—also land—
Will be able to retain o lasting hold on
the minds of the land-tilling populations
of the countries in question, all of them
essentially, some exclusively, agricult-
ural. Even in Great Russia, where, if
anywhere on earth, there exist certain
historie and temperamental premises for
rural communism, the law, originated
by the Social revolutionaries and taken
over by the Bolsheviki, decrecing the na-
tionalization of land, remained largely
a dead letter. “The peasant who cul-
tivates a plot of land with his own hands
vegards himself as its owner, and usage
consecrates his claim,”  Ewven dthe res.
taration of monarchy—to take the ex-
treme case—will not involve the restora-
tion of great landed estates to their

Stutes is allowed 1o begin to exerciss any
Judgment of its own ua to whethyr tho cause
in which it thus terribly intervencs is right-
eous or unrighteous,
STEVEN T. BYINGTON,
Ballard Vale, Mass., Sept. 16, 10149,

Bubbles of Fashion

tFrom Flia Mincedpolis Journall

Fashion sets a rapid pace. The travelling
nen in a recent convention testitied to this,
Formerly they worked upon the roud for
three ar four markets, stocked the market
and then relurned to the
Liome office for a period of leisure. But
there is no periad of leisure fur tHom now.
Chanze follows change in such quick
cesston that lust wedk's made 1s diseardad
for a new one of this weok, and the sales-
men haye to be constantly on the alert.

OF eourse, our temperate climate neepssi-
tates  regular chaoges of costume,  and
these, in ressonable degree, add to the in-
terest and charm of dress, But much of
this feverish change merely reflects the un-
rest of modern lifo and leads not only to
great waste of material but to a certain
fimsiness of ¢onstruction for which dealers
are often unjustly Llamed,

Evidently an article that is to ba used
only u few weeks does not deserve the e
pense and time in the making that a more
permanent article demands, If goods are
shoddy and poorly made does not the re-
sponsibility rest mora upon the public with
its cagerness for new fashions than upon
the manufacturer?

Even articles ur nmore permanent use, like
Jewelry and furniture, suffer from this rest-
lessness of fashion. If they must he cheap
and snappy they can hardly be expected to
lu_ simple, dignified ang permanent, Such

ever uf change strikes ut the heart of good
\\'orkmunshlp Real art suffers as it is
speeded up, and things that otight to he g
Jjoy forever become the mere bubbles of {he
moment. :

Sres

Spurning the Goal
(From The Miwawkes Jowrial)
It's about time to orgunize our quadren-
nial little club of three who positively will
not be cendidates for the Presidency,

An Exception
From The Toaledo Blade)

In My, Carnegie’'s $1,000 bequest to \{r.
Taft the “Liberty Press" finds a substan-
tial contradiction to the theory that nobody
loves a fat man.

that

The Conning Tower

BOOK III, ODE 9, A. D. 1919.
{Unearthed by Stas)

; “Danee eram gratus tibi" i
FROM: Q. H. Flaccus, Capt. 8. P, @. R.
TO: Lydin J, Forum, Roman Red Cross.
SUBJECT: Personal,

1. It has come to the attention of this office
that your Uiscipline and bearing ate not what
they once were.

Them was the happy days.

3. At that timo the treasury of H. R. H.,
the King of Persia, had abeolute zero on the
writer in wealth,

4, Return and indiente by indorsement
hereon reason for your deplorabla conduct.

. H. Flavcua,

1st IND.

From Lydia J, Forum to Q. H. I'laccus:
1. Returned, Attention is drawn to the [act
that ut that time the writer ranked Chloé
of Thrace, 2. The recent rapid promotion of
the latter iz not looked upon with favor by
this effice. E Lydia J. Forum,

2nd IND.
From Q. M. Flaccus to Lydia J. Forum:
1. Returned. 2, Tho promotion referred to
in par. 2, 1st Ind, above, was awarded for

the showing of exceptional merit.
Q. H. Flaeeus,

= drd IND.
From Lydin J. Forum 1o 4.
1. Returned, Your sttitude in thia muatler
ia easily appreciated by this office;, 20 T4
Himé[ar' to recommentdations  re
Ciluis Ornytus. Lydin J. Farum,

H. Tlaceus:

Our oW

4th IND.

From Q. H, Flaccua to Lydia J. T‘nrum
1. Returned, with the information that theras
{s a possibility of transferring Chloé to an-
other unit. 2. In this event would you con-
gider appointment am replacement in her
oflice. Q. H. Flaccus,

hth IND.

From Lydia J. Forum to Q. H, Flaccus:
1. Returned, approved. Lydia J. Forum.

The comet of tha eighth magnitude is
likely to be wisible te the n. e. in a
weeks, Dut we remember Halley's Comet;
and how we stayved up, ane night in 1910,
to sea it. And the prescnt imminence leaves
us ealm,

T

On October 16 the comet will be 44,000,000
miles from the earth. About that time, how-
the light ravs probably will go
sirike, and wo ghan't be able to see it,

ever, on

“*Twas Not Mis Nodding Made Him Homoer'”

Diear Bows: AL my firat fand only) appearancs
on the stupe—it wes ns Buagsanio in M, of V,

done by Brrut and Fret— 1 shook just L Gilila
Gray, but T diiln’t got nuy eredit for g

On the Bill of Tading at2®ghlnmds, N, J,,
restatrant, they hist Corned Bief Huash, Roast
Heef Hagh and Hamburg Steak, .

as

yes, under Miscelluncous Dishea,

Fm&*&&wr L m

“~7r1’.\'1n;31' is the nrder of lhv (i::_\',
—Aliss Tannie [lurst has heen
spending a few days in Atlantic City,
— Mo and Mrs, Kelsey Allen toolk
in the theatre \Wednesday eve's,

Flegant weather we are having |

these da

— [ivervbady is joining the Amer-
ican Legion these davs.
Joe amd Steve Wise got back
from Chicago last Saturday.
~ITank Harrison was a pleasant

{ caller Wednesday with a new hat.

| in this sanctim,

| days,

(5

a party of young folks Saturday
eve'gin his apartments,

—\L‘.\t Wednesday will be Ralph

13

L I

Hayes's hirthday and his boss Newt |

Baker is pLumm;; a surprise [or L,
—IT, of Nahant, Mass,

15 spen :Imrf September in W \mhmrr-
ton, 1), C

- ]unm_\'

1. ru]v i

Mimtacue Thursdayed
passing the time of
dav, as the phrase is,

~Girant Wice the w. k,
down to the raves ursday and had
a good though :m;-:-.h table tine.

Newspaper  proofreading, thesa
i3 o more slipshod, dospit
aveidable hurry, than Dook nroofreading,
In “The Ol Madhouse™ (p. 151 there ara
two references to “the tungles of Neacra's
hair"

careless
+ Ity un-

The Sweet Serenity of Books
I went into a bookstore in the neigh-
of Gramerey Park and asked
clerk  for Barvie's “The Well
Voive" “We do HIIT have u copy of *The Woll
Remembered Hon A “hit here

sirg
borhood

' ke said,

i3

I a new beok for which Barrie has written a

Will th

nreface, t do ay well "

GoF T

Food prices, according to Mr. Hoover, are

| going down; and wo think seriously of tolps

phaoning  six or seven restaurants, whose
owners are too busy to read the papers, the
information,

Idealism is a fine thing, and we are for
it, but there are always twenty-tive Loat
Advertisements to ane Found,

“California, in a sense, i3 the turning peint
of the tour,” says the Times.
graphical sense, cortainly, *

In a geo-

The bor stood on the burning deek, whence
all but him had fled:
strike,”
spread.

“There is a firemen's
quoth he, as the flames about him

The FPresident evidently is in one of his
untroubled moods. He hasn’t pulled a
“hunmiorous story” in a week,

The President used to vpeqk of his single-
track mind.

His opponents call it a single-trick mind.
T PoiAs

noet went |

| Stuates

f

thy |
Remembered |

The Trade Umomst

‘ By John P. Frey,

Editor International Moulders’ Union Journal

My. Frey ig one of the great eonstructive forces in the Ameri-
can labor movement. Hig views are particularly interesting in light
of the fact that the moulders have successfully and profitably main-
tained an industrial peace for many years without any outside aids -

or interference.
HERE is a big difference between the
T house hunters and the home makers,
You know the house hunter, Yon
have never lived very far from one. They
don’t like the houee they live in; they don't
like the ene they moved from; they have
in mind a house which will meet with all
their desires. 7The fact that such a houre

r

never existed and never can exist dees not ;

seem Lo affect them.

- L *

The roof is too lew in ene house; the
upper chambers toe warm in the Summer,
too cold in the Winter; or they want to
have several windows epen skyward, so they
can siudy the stars when so inclined, or a
veranda from which te gaze on rainbows.
If there iz Toom enough in the living room
the kitchen i3 too small, or the kitchen has
more gpace for eooking than the dining
room can accommodate; there is net room
enovugh for the bookease, or the front porch
ta not sufficiently large to meel the ideal,

Carried away with the belicf that they
will some day discover a home Lo thelr
hking, they are econtinually moving from
house to house, perhaps temporarily pleased
with the new home, but soon discovering
that it does not supply a8l of the conditiona
they deszire.

L] L L

Moving in the belief that the ideal homa
will be found becomes a passion—almost a
mania, When old age arrives home hunt-
tng with them is still an active force. Their
furniture has been o secratched, chipped
and marked from frequent movingh that it
is almost worthless. They have never es-
tablished aostanding in the community, But
their experiences huve taught them noth-
ing, and theiy are still ready to move again
it the belief that the idesl home will be
founrl,

There are & great many who realize that
the ideal home is not to be secured, and
ingtend of moving from houze to house

|
[

|
{
|
|
|

| continually plann

they endeavor to saleet the one containing |

the most eszential features to their happi-
ness and camfort, and then from time to
time such changes are made as will adap!
the home ta the family's necessities, The

furniture is retained unmarred by frequent |

MOV RS,
ag will

It is an ornament to
4% a necessity.

the home

Furthermore, the home maker besomes a
part 6f the community establishes a repu-
tation for practical methods and ecommon
sense, and in time wields an influence in

the neichborhood which the never-catisfied |

house hunter can tever hope to sccure.

* - L

Anid so it s with the workers,

Some believe that by making frequent
changes, by continually experinienting, they
will at Ia tliseover a eure for their in-
tustiial inrnn\'{'niulll:uﬁ And so

At

and its,

they go from one policy and programme to
another, from one ism to another, hellev-
ing that epach programme pdopted contains
the relief they are seeking, always finding
that it proves incapable ©of meeting their
desires, hut ready to try something eleo
rather than deliberptely work out the most
practical means of improving their condi-
tion with the methods which they have at
hand and which they see applied with sue
cess hy others,

Some of these types have passed through
the Knights of Labor fallacy, embraced the
Populistic movement, become wedded to the
policy of the I. W. W., and now see thelr
happy home in Bolshevism. The failure of
ell of these movements to hring about the
conditions which they seek to secure has
not cured them of the habit, which proba-
hly is vne of temperament more than of
reason; wnd thia type will continue to move
from group to group, from movement to
movemenl, in the vain search for the ideal.

® L4 L

The trade unionist is the man who he-
lieves that perfection ia something to be
aimed for, but something which cannot be
secured. He helieves that the solution of
Fis industrial problems lies through
methods of evolution. He iz not a revolu-
tionist, because he knows that revolution
breaks his furniture, destroys what he has
built up and leaves him impoverished in-
stead of bLenefited; that it sets him back-
ward instead of forward, sand leaves him
worse off than when he began.

The trade unitnist, if he has intelli-
gently studied the problems which confront
him, is never completely satizfied. He is
ing to improve his indus-
trial condition, but he is determined to do
this without' endangering what he has al-
ready built up.

What he has secured he has determined
to roetain, and he will take neither an en-
thusiast's nor a gambler's chance with what
he pozsesses—it has cost him and his fora-
fathers too much to secure:

L L -

The trade unionist, because of his meth-
‘oda, beecomes a recopnized factor in the
community. He has established something
permanent,

Me hus built upon a solid foundation. He
can be depended ppon. He has established
his reputation for reliability. :

We need the architeet in our planning
for better homes, we need the man who ia
influenced by i1deals, wa need those who are
prepared to give their energy to improve
the conditions of those who toil; but above
all we neeld the men who are not swayed
from practical methods, and who are never
willing to abandon the structure they have
built up for any other until there is tangi-
ble evidenes and positive assurarce that the
new structure can more successfully meet
their necessities,

’ Reservation Two

T he Munificent Spender

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sirs T have read with regret vour edi-
tarial in Monday's edition upholding Reser.
vation Two, as recommended in the report
of the Commitiee on Foreign Relations,
The crities of this veservation are quite
right. Without uny question it practically
eliminatea Article X, takes the teeth out of
the whole covenant, and leaves it with but

i little effective guarantes for the enforce-
—Mr. Henry Churchill entertained |

ment of its provisions.

The cvovenant is baded enlirely upon the
theory that no nation will dare to violate
its wpgreements underaken in the covenant
if 1t mpows that the penaity for such a
bredeh [s w boyeott or war by all the other
nativng which are members of the lengue;
that 13, if it knows that all the other na-
tions have, in advance of the breach and
by the terms of the covenant iteelf. apreed
to wisit ecertain penalties upon the law-
breaker. 1If the penalty is to be applied
only at the eption of law-abiding nations—
that is, only if and when Congress or aim-
tlur lwwinsking power in the other coun-
tries decides to take such action—the whole
fear that a penalty will necessarily follow
a breaeh of faith is entirely absent.

Note the wording of the reservation, “The

United States declines to assume ., . .,
uny obligution . (Lo go: to war or
adopt ecomomic measures) except by ac-

tion of Congress.” As this provision ob-
viously menns action by Congress at the
timo the question arises, the reservation
might just as well road that the United
assumes no obligntion whatever, for
when a question arises Congresa is to he
entirely free to aet as it chooses at that
time. True it that such a reservation
would still leave penalty action legal, but
that would afford little or no strength to a
breach of its covenants by a nation with
Germuny's attitude in the recent war, which
might well reason that propaganda, etc.,
could stay the action of Congress, with the
result that that mnation eould it
chose, :
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do az

This is not a technical legal point that T
am making. 1t is plain, every-day common
sense.  Suppose our statutes provided no
eertain punishment for erimes, but simply
cantained a eclause to the effect that the
penalty would be such and such fine or
imprisonment, if the court or jury saw fit
at the time to inflict such penalty. How
affective would such statutes be to restrain
# commission of the erime? It may be said
that the manual for ecourts-martial in {he
army provides, in many csses, for such
punishment “as the court-martial may in-
flict.” There are so many points of differ-
ence, nowever, between that case and the
one under diseussion (into which neither
time nor epace will permit us to enter
here) that there can ba no analogy.

The friends of the league of nations, of
whom there are many millions in ‘this
country to-day, should stand ungualifiedly
against the adoption of this sacond reser-
vation, which, if passed, would
weaken the whole sehieme.

A. Bl COMSTOCK.

;‘!oslon, Mazs, Sept. 1R, 1919,

greatly

{From The Philocdelphia Public ILedper)

It may ba that the plan of swarding war
contracts on the basia of cost plus a profit
1 per cent for the contractor wasz the
Irest that could be devised under the circum-
stances, but it certainly was not economical.
It gave to every coniractor an
to mike tha work cost as much as possihle,
in order to got a profit of 10 cents on every
dollar that he spent.

af

How it worked is illustrated in the casa

inducement

Books

By Heywood Broun
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| rive at about the same time "

the |

of the shell-icading plant at Fort Delaware, |

which ig still incompléted. Tt wag estimated
that the plant would cost $1.500,000 at the
oulside. Al
on i1, It is assumed that this money was
used in building a lavger plunt than was con-
templated in the original estimate, for with
all the waste 1o one supposes (hat
be =0 grent a difference
and expenditures,

i

there can
between estimates

The =salaries of the officers of
pany building the plant
part of the cost. So the company set about
rajsing salaries. Its bren re-
ceiving $10,000 a was made
F15.000, which carried with profit for

the com-

were reckoned as

manurer had
Thas

it on

Vear.

sy §14.000,000 has been spent |

| the company of 10 puricent, or an extra 8500 |

1 Mosa: proved gu

[ oun this item. Other lesser increases were |
made for other officials, ench carrying the
10 per cent profit named in the contraet.

There was no inducement
the lowest market,
wages tha bigger th 1f enrpenters
could be hired for $7.50 a day and the con-
tractor paid them §10 ha would make 235
cents more a day on every man hired. And

the snme rule applied to all material hought.,

seck
the higher

to lubor

in for the

e profid.

If the government huad tried to devise a
plan to make the work cost as much as posa-
Ble it could not have developed & more perfeet
R,

When Congress pels through exhibiting
how the plan worked it will be a long time
before any public official will again indorse
any such scheme for putting easy mongy
in the pockets of contractors,

Labor's Extravagance
(Fram The Philadelphic Record)

The retail meut dealer named Dunn from
St. Louis probably exaggerateaia little when
he says thut people like to pay high prices
and crowd the shops where the prices ara
highest. But there fuct
for his statement. [He savs the working poo-
ple are the worst of all in this competition
for the privilege of paying high prices. They
are the people whose incomes have been in-
creased the most. Several million people have
more money to spend than they ever had be-
fore, and they are clamorous for the best of
everything, and they erowd the shops where
the prices are highest because there is a
natural presumption that the dearer drticle
is the better. And of eourse if millions of
people with more money than they ever saw
before are spending it lavishly for things
they could not afford before, the dealers who
have money fairly thrown at them mark up
their prices and take all the money they
can get,
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Churles F. Van Lo N 35 1 v if-

ventor, was the fi
quality:-to the baseball fi

ALOTY 185 avi-

able in a rmew volume of short stories pub-
lished by Tlorun under the title “Taking tha
Count.” This volume is made up of Van
Loan's prizefight stories, a field in which
few have surpassed him, Readers of “Tha
Saturday, Evening Post” may remember tha
particuluriy vivid h!ll]l SHEIOSsInE “'S0rRp
Iron,” and most of the other stories n tha
volume are almost as good
) =
Shaminz a Contemporary

(Feomm The Chavieston News and irueT)

The President s saying such disparaging
thinga about the BRolsheviki thut we'ra
afraid *“The New Republic" will never,
never, never condescend to mentjon his

name sgain.




